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face, which is of primary importance, cannot contiast with
it The street scenes in Romeo and Julwt often suffer in this
way Too much stage sky is likewise bad, and should not
normally form a background for any lengthy and import
ant speech Antony's funeral oration can be seriously weak
ened by having the speaker's head melted into a bright sky
The actor's face and figure must stand out powei fully an<
significantly too often he, and any objects about the staefe
are weighed in the eye's balances and found wanting 1 h<
sense of richness given by heavy curtains is often invaluable
Once at a performance of King Lear one received no scns<
of richness and solidity until the actors took their calls a
the end in front of a plain heavy curtain  The costume1
leapt up into lively significance   It was the most rea
moment in the play
The setting can be as simple as you like, piovidcd it look
rich and dignified It need not be definitely localized Bui
few people can totally disillusion their minds of nineteenth
century realism Antony's speech is, certainly, supposed tc
occur in the Roman Forum > the fights in Romeo and Juhd
happen in a street, Desdemona is murdered in her bed
room But other scenes are indeterminate Sometimes you
feel the locality almost appears to shift dunng a dialogue
Certainly because Othello addresses cyond marble heaven3
in the temptation-scene of Othello that is no authonty lc
labelling the whole scene The Garden of the Castle' Ham-
let apostrophizes the firmament from what you thought was
an interior, and later points out clouds to Polomus li om tht
place where the play has just been performed It does noi
follow that the middle action of Hamlet takes place rnaml)
out of doors, nor that you have to build or visuali7C a win
dow The Elizabethan theatre was, it is tiue, open to the
sky but let the modern actor point up at any time dunng
the action, and the audience will accept the gesture pio-
vided the set does not present too meticulously realistic and
detailed an interior   The normal scene headings m a
Shakespearian text are never reliable  they are late addi*